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The opening of the Memorial Hall in May 1924 heralded the beginning of a
communlty centre for the village.
Since it was a wealthy local businessman Albert Turner who in 1921 gave
Nutley a large brick granary and oast house for conversion into a village hall
as a war memorial, it was to be expected traditional Sussex humour would be
exercised and the completed building would become unofficially known as the
Albert Hall.
But the opening ceremony early in May 1924 was a solemn occasion, for 20
Nutley men who went off to the first world war did not return.
The ceremony was performed by Lady Kent, whose husband Sir Stephenson
Kent was one of the trustees. She unlocked the door with a key presented by
another trustee, Sir Stewart Samuel of The Vetchery.
His son in law, Major J.B. Cohen, M.P, who lost both legs in the war , unveiled
a tablet on the front of the building bearing the names of the fallen, after it had
been dedicated by the vicar, the Rev. J.S. Phillips.

Nutley Women’s Institute was one of the first organisations to use the hall for
their meetings.
The Hall was also to serve as a great resource during the second war, when
the Women’s Institute ran the much needed canteen for the troops.
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INTRODUCTION AND THE TWENTIES
The Women’s Institute movement began at Stony Creek in Canada in 1897
when Adelaide Hoodless addressed a meeting for the wives of members of
the Farmers’ Institute. The first British WI meeting took place on 16
September 1915 at Llanfairpwll, Anglesey in North Wales. Two clear aims of
the movement was to revitalise rural communities and to encourage women to
become more involved in producing food during the First World War.
Lady Denman was appointed the first Chairman.
Once the war was over, the newly formed WIs began to concentrate on
planning programmes of activities to suit their members.
Members came from the Lady of the Manor to her housemaids, cooks, local
shop keepers and wives of farmers and farm labourers.
Social barriers between the upper class women and the country women
began to be broken down.
Within the villages the local WIs organised parties, fetes, flower shows and
competed in competitions between neighbouring villages.
By 1921 a total of 2,237 WIs had been formed nationally.In 1923 the first
choral competition for WI choirs was held in East Sussex.
The year when Nutley WI was formed the song Jerusalem was sung at the
NFWI AGM, starting a tradition that continues to this day.
The total number of WIs was 3,223.
1924
Nutley W.I. was formed on March 27th with
Countess Eleanor Castle Stewart as
President. She had only recently moved
into the estate of Old Lodge with Arthur,
Earl Castle Stewart and two sons.
The Vice Presidents were Mrs. Phillips, the
wife of the vicar,and Mrs. Mackwood. Mrs.
Bannister was the Secretary and the
committee included Mrs. Bibby, Miss
Henry, Mrs. Kirby, Miss Muir, Mrs. Riley,
Mrs. Roberts and Miss L. Sayers. There
were 35 members and they were part of the
Forest Row group.
The choir was formed with Mr. Stringer of Forest Row as the conductor.
A drama sub committee was formed and the first Annual Garden meeting was
held at Old Lodge.
Funds were obtained from sales of work and entertainment by the drama
section. Stitchery classes took place and they hosted a childrens party.
1925
A fete was organised by the children of members to raise funds.
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Upholstery classes began. Handicrafts were sent to an exhibition in Hastings,
5 entries resulting in 5 awards.
A piano was bought for the choir
Miss Bannister Secretary
1924-1926

Nutley performs a pastoral play.

The first members Christmas party was organised with fancy dress.
1926

Classes were organised for folk dancing.Jumble
Sales raised funds and members attended and
helped at the County Revels at Paddockhurst.

Mrs. Sparks one of the folk dancers
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The choir entered Lewes Musical Festival for the first time.

Miss Fountain was appointed Secretary in September.
A concert was organised by Mrs. Mackwood and the proceeds of £11 12s. 3d.
was given to club funds.
The December meeting took the form of a Christmas Party which was well
attended. Prizes were given for the most popular, prettiest and the most
original dresses, also one for the best “ man’s dress”.
These were won by Miss. D. Mitchell, Miss Tribe, Miss K. Taylor and Eddie
Catt respectively.
The children’s party followed on the next day.
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1927
The membership had risen to 118.
The first press correspondent appointed was Miss. Sharpe.
New classes formed included Raffia with Mrs. Lawton, Red Cross, and
Country Dancing.
Handicraft entries sent to the Hastings Exhibition resulted in 2 first, 1 second
and 5 third class certificates.
The choir gave a performance
with the help of the drama
Section, and a fete with
Dramatic Entertainment of “The
Gypsy Countess” was
performed in the Clock House
garden. The net profit was £58.
There was a co- operative
picnic on the forest, an outing to
Bognor, tin foil collections
started, old felt hats made into
slippers for the school children
to wear on wet days,the first of
an annual Geranium Day for
the blind organised, and
members helped as
saleswomen when the travelling
shop with goods made by blind
people came to the village.
Mrs. Redman was elected
Treasurer and the traditional
Christmas parties took place.

1928
The membership was now 140.
The first debate, “that it is better to be an only child in a home than one of
many”, took place and the motion was lost by 57 votes to 13.
The Drama Section aided by their husbands perfomed, and the profits raised
enabled a new stage in the Memorial Hall to be constructed.
The choir , conducted by Miss Tatum from Danehill and aided by the Drama
Section performed at the Lewes Festival and gained a merit certificate and
picture for sight reading.
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The East Sussex County Flower Show was entered for the first time and
Nutley gained second place with 85 per cent marks from 350 entries in 32
classes.
The Country Dance team entered the Lewes competition and gained 76 per
cent marks.

Members helped the Men’s Club with their fete, organised Geranium Day,
collected eggs for the New Sussex Hospital and dolls dressed for competition
were sent to the Uckfield Infirmary.
The traditional picnic at Old Lodge and an outing to Folkestone occurred.
Mrs. Ryall was elected Treasurer, and a co-operative needlework bedspread
was presented to the President.
The Christmas party with fancy dress was followed the next day by the
Children’s party.
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1929
The membership was 138.
Upholstery classes with Mrs. Elliott commenced.
The Drama Section performed “The Rose and the Ring” and the proceeds
paid for window curtains and stage back curtains to team with the beautiful
stage curtains designed, made and presented to the Memorial Hall by Mrs.
Fox-Bourne.
The choir entered the Lewes Festival, and Nutley gained prize certificates in
the Brighton Show of 2 first, 1 second and 2 third.
The Drama Section entered “Honest Folk” for the W.I. Drama Festival at
Crowborough.

Members organised Geranium Day for the Blind and sent a collection of
flowers to Plaidstow Maternity Hospital.

8

The traditional Christmas parties completed the year.
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THE THIRTIES
By now the W.I. had become firmly established in the countryside. There was
a light- hearted feel to their activities. Members were taking part in music
festivals and country dancing. Some very ambitious plays and pageants were
performed.
In 1933 the number of W.I.s had reached 5,111.
By 1938 the “W.I. War week” was organised when plans were made for
evacuation at the time of the Munich crisis. Lady Deadman was asked by the
Minister of Agriculture to become Director of the Women’s Land Army, a post
she accepted while still remaining the Chairman of the N.F.W.I.
In 1939 the Produce Guild was formed and the W.I.s helped with the
evacuation scheme.
1930
Membership had now reached 146.
Rug making classes were overseen by Mrs. Fox-Bourne.
The choir entered the Lewes Festival and achieved 6 passes, and gave
entertainment with the Drama
Section.
Flower Show entries were sent for
the County Challenge Cup and
Nutley was third out of 14. Most of
the entries were sent to the New
Sussex hospital.

The Drama Section entered a
play at the Lewes W.I. Drama
School and a separate
performance raised enough
money to provide the frames and
fabric for scenery.
Over 100 entries were sent to the
handicraft exhibition at Forest
Row.
Members organised the
Geranium Day for the blind and
dressed dolls for the Royal
Alexandra Hospital at Brighton.
1931
The membership had now reached 150.
Smocking classes were introduced with Miss Cooper.
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Entries were sent to the County Handicraft Exhibition and National Gardens
Guild, and first class awards were achieved.
Members attended an Anti-Litter picnic on the Ashdown Forest.
An outing to Portsmouth was enjoyed and again the choir entered the Lewes
Festival.
Blackberries were picked and sold for funds. A fete was organised which
raised £20. 1s. 5d.
Red Cross library collection was started by Mrs. Grover.
Members organised Geranium Day, collection of primroses for Plaidstow
Maternity Hospital, Pound Day for the New Sussex Hospital and collected
eggs and dressed dolls for other hospitals.
1932
The membership had fallen to 126.
The first register of members was taken by Mrs. Ryall.
The choir competed in the advanced classes of the Lewes Festival and
achieved 4 passes.
Market produce was collected and taken to Forest Row.
A sale of work raised £28.6s.7d. for funds.
Nutley became Associate Members of the League of Nations Union.
Rubbish collections were started fortnightly by Uckfield Rural District Council
as a result of continued requests from the W.I. to the Parish Council and
U.R.D.C.
First of continued support to the British Cancer Campaign and house to house
collections raised £36.14s.0d.
Geranium Day, primrose collections and jam was made to send to the
hospitals.
1933
The membership had fallen to 114.
The January meeting ended with a party for members children.
The County Surveyor was asked if a footpath from the William IV.th. Public
House to Courtlands could be constructed. The reply was that there was no
hope of one.
The choir was successful in the Lewes Festival gaining 2 passes. The Drama
Section and choir entertained for funds.
Nutley changed to the Uckfield Group.
Garments were made for the Personal Service League for the distressed
areas, and co-operative knitted blankets were begun.
In May there was a competition for school children for the best May garland.
Twenty five guineas was sent to the Royal Alexandra Hospital for children.
The President became a life governor.
Collections were made for the continuing good causes.
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1934

The membership was now down to 103.
Members entertained their children, girl guides and scouts at the end of the
January meeting.
The Drama Section performed the Trial Scene in the County Combined
performance at Newick of “The Merchant of Venice”. Members helped to
make the costumes from designs issued by the County Drama Committee.
The summer outing was a visit to Derby.
The choir joined with Danehill W.I. choir.
Blankets continued to be knitted, collections of eggs, primroses and dressed
dolls were sent to the hospitals.
A working party for distressed areas was set up and a deserving family from
Cullercoats, Northumberland, was adopted by Nutley.

1935
The membership was 100
The resignation was received from Mrs. Blyth who had to leave the district and
Mrs. Ryall was re-elected as Treasurer. Uckfield market was started and five
Nutley members began to supply produce regularly.
Members were asked to provide the tea for the school children on Jubilee
Day.
Mrs. Brice’s resolution was sent to the A.G.M. “That there should be a stamp
machine outside every village Post Office”, seconded by Colemans Hatch.
A raffle for a chair presented by Lady Castle Stewart raised £7 18s. , a
concert organised by Miss Riley raised £5 9s. 1d. and a dance organised by
Mrs. Appleby raised 10s. 6d.
Mrs. Hudson continued with the National Savings Association.
Hundreds of books, magazines and papers had been sent off by Mrs. Grover.
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The Dog Show boosted the funds by £40.
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The Drama Section entered the Drama Festival at Eastbourne with the
“Chimney Corner”.

They also
helped to
produce and
dress the girl
guides
entertainment of
three one act
plays.

A. Marchant, N. Wall, D. Hingston, M.T. Riley and M.A. Hingston.

Toys were sent to the South London Mission for Christmas and a hamper,
letters, parcels and the allowance to the adopted family.

1936
The membership reduced to 91.
A Friendly Box was started.
Members asked for the telephone box to be lit and the Post Office obliged.
Nutley WI. ran the entire July meeting for Colemans Hatch W.I.
The Drama Section entered the Drama Festival at Newick with the “.End of
Courage”
Quilting classes were started and socks and stockings knitted for the
Distressed Area.
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Collections of toys were sent to the South London Mission, dolls to Miss
Dayrell’s collection for the Distressed Area , members organised Geranium
Day, a Pound Day for the New Sussex Hospital and an egg collection.
1937
The membership had fallen again to 87.
Members gave as a Coronation Gift a blue and white cot to the Plaidstow
Maternity Hospital, including bedclothes, baby clothes, hot water bottle, toys
and a small wooden plaque to be placed at the head.
On Coronation Day the tea for the school children was organised.
At the May meeting members heard their President’s experiences in the
Abbey at the Coronation and also those of another member who drew a ticket
in the W.I. Draw.
Nutley members helped Uckfield W.I. with a Pageant, “They made the Royal
Arms” and had a contribution from the profits.

Members organised for funds, a sale of work, 3 socials, a whist drive and a
Coronation Dance.
Collections of eggs, flowers for the hospitals, Geranium Day for the blind, a
Pound Day , toys for the South London Mission and support for the British
Cancer Charity were also organised.
A Christmas hamper, letters, parcels and the Allowance was sent to the
adopted family.
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1938
The membership was 89.
Keep Fit classes were started by Miss O. Ridley
Lady Castle Stewart was appointed the Group Secretary.
A few more members sent produce to the Uckfield W.I. Market. The total
amount received from the sale of their produce was £23 9s 4d.
From the Red Cross Society’s Hospital Library Secretary the following letter
was received, “ I have much pleasure in sending you the figures of your fine
record for last year, viz. 154 books, 132 magazines and 960 papers. A steady
stream of collections of books and magazines is essential to the continuance
of our work and this you have helped to maintain. Please thank all those
members of the Nutley W.I. from us, who have helped to make this record.”
A combined trip with Forest Row was made to Windsor.
Mrs. Ryall’s resolution sent to the A.G.M. “that the exits from all schools
situated on busy roads which have not had already been protected by a safety
barrier should be so protected without delay”, seconded by Five Ashdown W.I.
and passed unanimously at the meeting.
Members organised Geranium Day, collections of eggs, toys and flowers for
hospitals and a Pound Day for the New Sussex Hospital.
A Christmas hamper and the allowance was sent to the adopted family.
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