NUTLEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The following newspaper article gives a good account of the beginning of the
society.
The first exhibition of flowers, vegetables, etc. held at Nutley took place in a
field near the Hall, by kind permission of Mrs. Cook, on Wednesday , August
3rd. 1887.
As a first attempt the committee and those who had the arrangements of the
show are to be congratulated on the result of their efforts. The patrons of the
show consisted of the elite of the neighbourhood. Among them were Sir S. M.
Wilson,Bart., (President), Mr.
F. Gray, (Vice- President),
Lady Shelley, Hon. Gathorne
Hardy, M.P., Mrs. and the
Misses Cook, and Capt.
Noble, J.P.
We understood that Mr. C.
Sayers first brought the idea
of having a show, and he
most efficiently discharged
the duties of superintendent.
The Rev. H.J. Peckham
acted as Hon. Treasurer and
Mr. A. Leake was the Hon.
Secretary.
The opening of a department
for needlework, so that the
wives of cottagers might
compete, was not taken
advantage to the extent that
might have been desired,
several classes not filling.
The vegetables were of
good quality, but somewhat
small, owing to the long spell
of dry weather. Butter and fruit were generally very good. Needlework was
also very well done. Mention should likewise be made of the arrangement of
flowers by the children.
The exhibits were arranged in two tents, that for the needlework etc. being
kindly loaned by Lady Shelley. At the entrance of that tent Mr. Pinker of
Danehill displayed a ton of jam in pots. Exhibits in the tent included a very
prettily arranged epergne of flowers shown by Miss L. Cook, a basket of
flowers from Pippingford and a basket of wild flowers shown by Mr. S.
Leppard. An extra prize was awarded to Mrs. Tribe for a lace pillow.
The gardeners for Sir S.M. Wilson, Mr E. Wormald, Mr. F. Barchard, Capt.
Noble, Mr. L. Mentzendorff and Mr. Chatterton displayed various
arrangements. Messrs. Wood & Son, Woodlands Nursery , staged plants and
a handsome assortment of cut flowers. Messrs. Thos. Piper & Son, of
Maresfield, exhibited twelve beautiful specimens of the lilium auratum.
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Mr.Sayers (gardener to Mrs. Cook) had a very nice collection.
The show was well attended, a number of influential families attending. During
the afternoon the Ceylon Band from Tunbridge Wells was in attendance, and
played a good selection of music.
In the show rules for exhibitors the term cottager was a
person who earns his living by daily labour, who
cultivates his own ground without assistance, except
from members of his own family, who does not work
as a professional or market gardener, and who does
not occupy more than half an acre of garden ground.
A prize was also awarded for the best cultivated
kitchen garden.
The flower show continued as an annual event.
Mr. Charles Sayers 1902.
The programme for the 1907 show is shown below.
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The annual flower show continued in its earliest form until just before the
second world war. The chief reason for it’s demise was the fact that large
estates were selling off land and many no longer employed head gardeners,
who were the main organisers of the event.

One of the Nutley Flower Show Committees
Top Row

Mr. Relf, Mr. Greening (Chelwood Beacon), Mr. Varnum (West
Watch) and Mr. C. Wickham.

Standing

Mr Scrase ( Oldlands), Mr. Taylor (Duddleswell), Mr. Freer
(Old Lodge), Mr. Field (Whych Cross), Mr. Avis (Searles),
Mr. Duke ( Kidbrooke Park) and Mr. Lloyd.

Seated

- - - - - - - (Pricketts), Mr. Petit (Chapelwood), Mr. P.H. Freeland
Mr. Sparks, Mr. C. Sayers ( The Hall), Mr. John Tribe,
Mr. G. Kenward and Mr. Lawson ( The Vetchery).

I believe this photograph was taken in the twenties.
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A frequent show winner before the second world war was Mr. A. Yeomans.
His fruit, flowers and vegetables always beat
every thing in his class and he won three cups
outright.

The founder member of the flower show, Mr.
Charles Sayers died in 1934.

After the war the only flower shows were organised by the Women’s Institute
for their members and these did not appear very popular.
In 1954 Nutley’s first Rose Show was organised.
The beautiful gardens of Tyes, Nutley, home of Major and Mrs. T. M. Bowles,
were the setting for a rose show and garden party in aid of church funds.
In spite of the heavy rain of recent days the rose show was well supported.
There were 82 entries, and the judges, Mr. J. Saunders, of Hailsham and Miss
Rowbottom of Uckfield, commented on the high standard in spite of the
season. The show was the first of its kind to be held in Nutley.
Stall holders, cakes were Mrs. Woodroof and helpers, fruit and flowers were
the Misses Mordaunt, strawberries and cream, Miss Henry and helpers and
teas, Mrs. Bowles and helpers.

In 1958 Nutley Social Club organised a Flower and Produce Show.

A committee was set up in the early sixties to recreate flower and vegetable
shows of the past, and Nutley and District Horticultural Society began.
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The Courier newspaper reported on the Autumn Show of 1964 the following.

RECORD ENTRY FOR NUTLEY SHOW
“ The best yet”, was the judges’ description of Nutley and District Horticultural
Society’s show at Nutley Memorial Hall on Saturday. There were 400 entries,
50 more than last year and a record number.
Most successful exhibitor was Mr. F. Kirby, of Fords Green, Nutley who was
awarded the President’s Cup for most points in the horticultural classes and
the Society Cups for most points in the vegetable classes and the cottagers’
section.
The Chairman’s Cup went to Miss K. Hill. Winner of the Nutley Social Club
Cup for the domestic section and Boots the chemist prize for roses went to
Mrs. R. Wells. Mrs. E. Brice, of Chelwood Gate was presented with the blue
ribbon for the best exhibit in the show, a tray of vegetables. Mr. F. Hill
received a certificate for wine.
The Rose Show of 1969 was reported by the Courier newspaper.

Over 50 entries in show
In spite of torrential rain the previous day, members of Nutley and District
Horticultural Society produced more than 50 entries for their rose show in the
church hall on Friday, and they were
congratulated by the judge, Mr. J. Brown of
Piltdown on the quality of the exhibits.
The President’s Cup for the best bloom was
won by Mrs. N. Pocock.
The show was followed by a discussion on
pests and diseases.

Mrs. N. Pocock, (left) receives the cup
from Miss M. Riley.

Rise in the quantity and quality at Nutley Show
The September show of 1970 was a great success. There were 330 entries
with 30 more that in 1969. There were also new exhibitors.
Making the headlines was Richard Wells, the son of Mrs. Ruth Wells of Nether
Lane, Nutley. Richard, aged 26 decided to enter the cake class and was given
a first prize for his chocolate swiss roll, a second prize for his victoria
sandwich and a third prize for his madeira cake. But good as he was , he had
to yield to his mother for the highest number of points in the domestic class.
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The club continued with great successes through the eighties including the
Centenary Show in 1987.
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The Centenary show was a great success and some of the prize-winners are
shown below.

Mrs. Vera Riley, Mrs. Doris Philpin, Mrs. Connie Sayers, Mrs. Joyce
Woodwards and Mrs. Mary Willis.

TEN-UP FOR TOP GARDENER FRED.
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Show winners, September 1989

Mary and Ron Willis, Brian and Joan Wheeler, Alf. Sayers, Steve
Skinner, Andrea Wood and Connie Sayers.
Show winners, September 1990

Alf Sayers, Joy Cade,Joan Wheeler, Joyce Woodams, Val Gardener,
Brian Wheeler and Jill Miller.
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Mr. A. Sayers
accepting one of four
cups from Mr. F. Kirby,
September 1991.

The number of entries
was considerably down on
earlier years.

In 1992 the society looked close to collapse. The spring and autumn shows
were cancelled because of a lack of committee members. An appeal by local
radio had failed to bring forward volunteers. A circular letter of appeal was
sent to every household in the village and as a result a new committee was
formed. Events lined up for the year included coach trips to the Weald and
Downland Musuem at Singleton and the Royal Horticultural Gardens at
Wisley, a slide show and a wine and cheese party in the village. The
membership fee was £2.50.
The Spring Show of 1993 was a great
success with more entries than in many
previous years.

In the autumn show Mr. A. Sayers carried off five trophies, Mr. F. Kirby the
Riley trophy for tomatoes and Mrs. Jill Miller took the cup for the best
specimen rose and the Nutley Social Club cup for cookery. The floral
arrangement cup was won by Mrs. O. Hills and the junior cup went to Miss L.
Norman.
1994 was another successful year for the society with coach trips and events
in the village.
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The Autumn Show 1996

The Spring Show of 1997 displayed the highest ever number of entries.
Show Secretary, Hilary Shepherd said that thanks to the recent warm
weather, the flowers had come into bloom at the right time. A prize winning
display of 17 daffodils was shown by Mr. Brian Wheeler,

The children’s classes were also very popular,
with some youngsters entering the adult
categories too.

Joan Wheeler with her floral arrangement was one of the two main
trophy winners.
The club continues to stage Spring and Autumn Shows, and the Summer
Rose Show on Fords Green on Village Day.

Written by Mollie Smith 2014
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